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Prof. Pia Pinger herself was surprised by the extent at which some children were left behind by
the pandemic. For these children it is particularly difficult to reconnect - but even without a
pandemic, in Germany, the educational opportunities are not the same for every child. Success
at school is largely related to the situation at the children's home, and not only to whether the
parents earn a lot, but also to what academic background they themselves have.

In his most recent study, Prof. Matthias Sutter also found that prosociality, i.e. positive social
behaviour, has decreased among teenagers as a result of the pandemic. Especially among
those young people who live in a household with a low socio-economic status and in families in
which a member had been infected with SARS-CoV2.

One of the questions addressed in the podcast therefore is: What can we do to help children
regardless of their family background?

The Cluster of Excellence “ECONtribute: Markets & Public Policy” is the only predominantly
economic Cluster of Excellence in Germany, supported by the Universities of Bonn and
Cologne. ECONtribute has set itself the goal of promoting the analysis of markets and public
policy against the background of fundamental social and technological challenges such as
digitization, global financial crises, increasing inequality and political polarization.

https://econtribute.de/de/people/prof-pia-pinger
https://econtribute.de/de/people/prof-dr-matthias-sutter/
https://econtribute.de/de/ueber-econtribute/


The German science podcast on current science topics reflects the research diversity of
Germany’s leading research institutions and Clusters of Excellence: from Africa Studies to
Quantum Physics. In each episode, listeners can expect insights into the interdisciplinary work
of one research network. The researchers of the clusters of excellence, funded by DFG talk to
podcaster Larissa Vassilian about how they want to find scientifically based answers to
relevant topics of our time – for the society of tomorrow. Listen in and follow us: 
https://exzellent-erklaert.podigee.io/
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